
S h i p s h a p e
“The Queen of the Great Lakes”

CLIPPER AUCTION
REVIEW

The Annual Benefit Auction was held May 18th at the Muskegon Country Club. Special thanks to our 
Auction Sponsors: Ted and Marilyn Losee, Raymond & Jackie Hilt, Ralph McCrea, Brad and Becky 
Billinghurst, Jim & Joanne Johnson and Robert & Wendy Kersman.

It was a very successful fundraiser for the preservation efforts.  All of the people organizing and working for 
months, and on Sunday, really deserve big thanks.  The whole day, brunch, auction, raffles and 50/50 
drawing proceeded smoothly.   I also want to send thanks to Dave Utzinger, who again donated the leather 
tickets, which double as ‘souvenir coasters’ and entitles the holder to a free tour of the ship..

Gene Fethke,     Chairman
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Currently the stock in the store is fairly low. Many of the older sweats and tees are sold out, making room for 
some new items which will be upcoming. We had a great auction/brunch, a new record, and many items from 
the store sold there. We will be restocking the Polo shirts in all sizes. I am working on a new design for a 
different sweatshirt and t-shirts. I will be meeting soon with John Stein's wife for some ideas she has for other 
neat gifts that will be quite unique to the Clipper store, not found in common catalogs.

Also, if anyone has any ideas of what they think we should stock in the store, please let me know. We are 
looking for items not seen in every summer gift shop, and that doesn't cost an arm and a leg.

I would like to remind all the folks who attended the auction/brunch that with their ticket, they are entitled to 
a free tour of the ship. Come see how good the Clipper looks.

About the Clipper Store  by Ray Hilt



From the President:
I can finally say summer is here, we just completed our first cutting of hay here at our place on 
June 1, a sure sign of summer. We are all looking forward to summer especially after last winter. 
It is the time for refreshing, cleaning, and opening the Grand Old Lady of the Great Lakes for another 
season. 

As I continue to get my arms around and understand the S.S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc. it 
becomes very clear “volunteers” are what made her what she is today. Without the volunteers the Clipper is 
just a steel hull.  I would like to extend a warm welcome to our new volunteer, Patrick Haug, who stepped 
right up to fill a very important position = Restoration Coordinator.  Thank you Patrick.

I would like to thank ALL of our volunteers, past and present, for their outstanding and dedicated service. 
The Clipper will continue to need all of you and more to meet the challenges of the future and there will be 
many. Nationwide historical preservation, museums, and national landmarks are all dependent upon 
volunteers for their success. I ask each and every one of us to help recruit new volunteers to meet the 
challenges of today, as well as, the future. We cannot forget preservation is the record of people and  the 
histories of those who came before preserved for future generations all thanks to volunteers.

I would like to wish all our volunteers and their families a happy, fun filled and safe summer as we look 
forward to another successful summer season on the Clipper, made possible by our great volunteers.

Thanks
John Stein

Summer 2014 Tours
By Jim Plant

The tour season is well underway with tour guests mostly from Detroit and Chicago. Our 
beloved Soda Jerk, Tom Bell, was our gracious tour guide on a sunny Tuesday when a man from England 
arrived at the gate and asked if tours were available. Tom, never one to turn down a request like that, showed 
the gentleman through the ship on a special tour. The man left a generous donation in lieu of our regular tour 
cost. Tom is a very dedicated multi-talented volunteer.

The Northside Lions lead by Bob Schalow toured the ship on a pleasant Saturday. The 
enthusiastic group asked many questions about the history and operations of the ship when it was plying the 
waters of the Great Lakes. They were pleased with the day’s adventure and wonder how Bob was going to 
top that “program” for the club. It is groups like that, that make all efforts to save the Clipper worthwhile.

Recently, a young family from the Detroit area was aboard. Talk about an all American 
family, I’ve never seen so much interest and appreciation for what we are doing to make the ship beautiful. 
As if I needed any encouragement the little girl was so polite, I commented on her lovely curly red hair, and 
she blushed with a twinkle in her bright eyes. “Oh, thank you,” she said with a shy smile. Such are the 
rewards of a Clipper tour guide.

After touring the ship many people from the area bring their friends and families for a tour. 
The local interest in our restoration and preservation project for the Clipper is evident when tour guests want 
to share their experience with others.

We want to invite everyone to visit the ship on Saturday or Sunday from 1pm to 5pm until 
August 31st. Adults = $7 – 18 to 6 = $5  5 and = under free  There is small surprise in store for all tour 
guests. Please, join us.  

You, too, could be a Tour Guide.  Just ask your Tour Guide for the info.



For most of us, it was a long tough winter, but it wasn't all bad for the ship.  She was well 
frozen in and couldn't move which is very good for all of the mooring cables, gangways, etc.  
We knew where she was and that she was sitting well and staying where she was at;  that 
results in great peace of mind for the volunteers keeping a watchful eye on her all throughout 
those stormy winter months.

We have just accomplished another very successful auction, thanks to Gene Fethke and his great group of 
volunteers. Each year there is more work to do than ever, and each year is an even greater success than the 
precedent. Theirs is always a tough record to beat and each year they show us they are the ones that can do 
it.  Many thanks to all.

Mike Krivinsky with the help of Doug Robertson and Steve Boyer removed the wall partition in the 
cafeteria.  It had been an added in Hammond to enclose the area used as a "clubhouse" by the Hammond 
Yacht Club.  During the time the Clipper was tied up at the Hammond Marina, her main deck on the 
starboard side was used by the casino for their main offices, the port side was occupied by Purdue 
University for their marine research base and the Yacht Club held meetings in the cafeteria. 

The ship is now opened for guided tours on weekends:  Saturday and Sunday from 1pm to 5 pm.  Please 
get in touch with Jim Plant if you would like to help out with the tours or the ship's store from time to 
time. 

And speaking of tours, Jim Lacey and Tom Bell were coming to work on the ship one morning when 
someone waiting at the gate surprised them. This fellow had come all the way from England specially to 
see the Clipper. Tom took the Englishman on a tour of the ship after which the enthusiastic gentleman left 
a generous donation and compliments on the work being done.  He was very impressed.  Brings to mind a 
visit of the man from Australia who came halfway around the world to see the Clipper. I guess that just 
goes to show she's not “ just a local tourist attraction! “

Like all other volunteer organizations, we welcome any new members and all talents.  If not our daytime 
work hours (Tuesday & Thursday 9am til 2pm, then how about Thursday nights or weekends: would they 
work out better for you?  We try our best to accommodate any busy schedule … Hope to see you there! 

Patrick Haug is our new Restoration Coordinator.  He worked on the restoration efforts last year, helping 
Tom Bell and Rick Lacey with some of the Port Side chipping and painting as well as many other projects, 
while looking for a full time job. Well, he got the Clipper 'bug' and came back this year. He did land a full 
time, second shift job, which opens up his morning hours. Since Ray Boomer stepped down, after many 
years of dedication, we didn't have any one in that desperately needed position, so Patrick stepped right 
up. Patrick will be recording all the volunteer hours, ordering supplies, as well as a go-to-person, when 
someone finishes a project, asking what needs to be done next? ……Welcome Aboard Patrick!! 

Smooth sailing, Captain Bob Priefer.

Captain’s Captions:

*Thank you to George & Mary Micka for a donation to the Clipper in memory of their son, 
George Micka IV, a former MCPI Board member.    

*Condolences to Margaret Miller on the passing of her husband Glenn, his father (Arthur 
Miller) was head chef on the Clipper and also on the Highway 16, many years ago.  

*Thank you to Lexi Kust for a donation to honor Victor E. Chandonnet. Sr. 

Memory Corner



“A Learning Experience”
by Marylouise Plant

Never in all my years of reading did I give much thought about how a book was made.   The S.S. Milwaukee 
Clipper, An Illustrated History that I authored with Steve Demos, MD, has given me a great lesson in book 
printing and binding. Steve and I went to Custom Service Printers in Muskegon to watch their giant printing 
press running the pages of the Clipper book.  I was thrilled and amazed to see the beginning steps of turning 
my years of writing into pages that would convey to others the story of the grand ship.  Really, each page of a 
book is one sheet of paper usually with writing on both sides! How interesting.  Crazy, I never consciously 
had entered that fact into my book reading brain.  How simple and fascinating.  Gutenberg was a genius to 
figure that out.

The press technician had to make sure that the six pages of my book on each of big sheets of paper lined up in 
an exacting manner.  If that wasn’t enough when all 1000 pages (1000 books are ordered) were run on one 
side, each pallet of pages was taken to the beginning of the press and flipped over to run the other side.  I 
about flipped myself. How were the sides going to line up? I mean that was a big pile of paper.  The press 
operator lined everything up with a magnifying glass and machine buttons. Sure pays to know what you are 
doing. 

After all pages of the book are run, the pages are folded in a very specific way to be prepared to go to the 
binder where they are sewn together. After all the pages are sewn, all are cut at the same time. Interesting! I 
never gave it a thought as to why all pages of a book are exactly the same size with the margins exactly even.  
I will discover how that is done when we go to visit the binder. The book is not at the binder, as of this 
writing.  That will be another story. 

My hope is that all who read the Clipper story will enjoy reading it as much as I had writing it. Steve’s photos 
and page layout have made the book truly special. The book will be available by July 4th. All who have 
ordered books will be able to pick them up on the Clipper on Saturdays and Sundays when the ship is open 
for tours from 1pm to 5pm.  If you are not able to make it to the ship on those days, the book can be mailed to 
you for an additional $6.00.  If you haven’t toured the ship, that would be a good time to do so.  All net 
proceeds from the sale of the book go directly to the Clipper restoration and preservation.  My thanks to all 
Clipper supporters who have, or who will purchase the book.





** WANT AD **
ITEMS NEEDED

*Emergency
Electric Generator

*Welder
*Electric Sanders
*VOLUNTEERS

*Portable Band Saw
*Electric Hand Grinders 
*5.8 hp or more portable

Air Compressor
w/hoses & hammers

*Funding for Marine Paints

*(* VOLUNTEERS!
All shapes,  ages & genders !

If you have any of the items listed below, 
that you would be willing to donate, it 
would be greatly appreciated.

Remember all items donated are tax 
deductible, we are a 501©3 
organization.

Thank you - Blarney Castle Oil Co. 
for the drums to provide proper 
handling of the restoration waste 
products. 

231-683-1590

Thank you to our sponsors!

SPECIAL THANKS to some of our local businesses, who help behind the scenes: 
MICRGRAPHICS, who prints the Newsletter and does the mailings; LAKESIDE 
EMPORIUM,, and S & G SHOOTERS who support our efforts by displaying a 
canister for donations, and has a supply of  newsletters for distribution; 

You can always get a copy of the newsletter at The Convention and Visitors  
Bureau.  Not to leave out all the other local businesses who support the 
Spring Auction.  We always have multiples of businesses who donate items 
for the fundraiser.  Thanks to our generous supporters - without them, we 
really would be “Dead-in-the-Water”! 

Thanks to all.

OPEN FOR
TOURS

SATURDAY &
SUNDAY

1 – 5 pm Til Labor Day Come! Check us out.

HANDMADE QUILT RAFFLE
Quilt on display in Clipper Store!

Tickets on sale all summer, drawing Labor Day  
Get your tickets at the Clipper Store or  

from any Board Member $2. for 5.



FRIENDS OF THE S.S. MILWAUKEE CLIPPER

Support the restoration and preservation of the S. S. Milwaukee Clipper – A National Historic 
Landmark!

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc. is a 501(c)3 non profit organization.  All donations are tax 
deductible!  Donations will be anonymous unless otherwise requested.

Please accept the enclosed donation of $ ________ in support of the efforts of S. S. Milwaukee Clipper 
Preservation, Inc. in memory/honor of ____________________________.

Earmark these funds for the following project(s):  _____________________________  (Call for suggestions)

Please place my name and address as listed below on the mailing list for Shipshape, the quarterly 
newsletter.

I would be willing to volunteer my time to the following Clipper activities:

Fundraising Publicity
Working on the newsletter Maintenance
Museum/Gift Shop assistance Restoration work
Security at the Clipper dock site Other ___________________
Archiving

I would like to volunteer !  Please contact me at the address below with more information.

Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

City, State, Zip________________________________________

Contact Phone Number ____________________ Email Address _______________________________

Please mail this form to:
S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc.

PO Box 1370
Muskegon, MI  49443-1370

OR
Send the above information via email to:   milwaukeeclipper@gmail.com

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc, a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation, was organized in April, 1997 
for the sole purpose of restoring and preserving the steamship S. S. Milwaukee Clipper and to create an on- 
board Great Lakes Maritime Museum to educate and inform the public about our Great Lakes maritime 
heritage.  

Your continuing donations and volunteerism will ensure our success!

Thank you for your support!



BOARD MEMBERS

SS Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc
P.O Box 1370
Muskegon, MI  49443
(231) 683-1590

Website:
www.MilwaukeeClipper.com

SHIPSHAPE is written by members and friends of the Board of Directors and
Is edited by Sandy Ferski of Muskegon, MI.  You may email the editor at
dpfol@earthlink.net
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